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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the patent application (10/007,1 52) filed on 
11/31/2001. 

2. The current patent application claims priority from US Application 09/91 9,656 
filed 7/31/2001. 

3. The pending claims 1-26 are examined herein as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-9, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Jevaraman /US 6.31 1 ,187). 

With regard to claim 1 : 
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Jeyaraman discloses a method of updating a common data source of data items 
(see Abstract) and associations among said data items, wherein said common data 
source being accessible by more than one client storing copies of at least two of said 
data items (column 5, lines 2-5) and at least one association between at least two data 
items, and wherein at least one of said data items is a data item ("thought") capable of 
being interactively modified, created, or interconnected by at least one of said clients 
(see abstract, column 5, lines 6-16). 

Jeyaraman further discloses receiving a request from a client to modify a data 
item (Fig. 3, column 5, lines 19-32). 

Jeyaraman also discloses updating said data source according to said request 
(column 3, lines 42-54, column 5, lines 33-54). 
With regard to claim 2: 

As illustrated in Fig. 3, a client requests an update from a Server, and the client is 
allowed for update or the client is confirmed (see Fig. 3, #318). 
With regard to claim 3: 

Jeyaraman also discloses modifying or updating said data item (abstract). 
With regard to claim 4: 

Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients operates on said data item (column 5, lines 6-16). 
With regard to claim 5: 
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Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients (clients 206, 208, and 212, Fig. 2) modifies said data item 
(abstract, column 5, lines 6-16). 
With regard to claim 6: 

Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients deletes (delete operation) said data item (column 5, lines 55-67, 
column 6, lines 58-66). 
With regard to claim 7: 

Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients activates (or manipulates) hierarchically structured data 
("thought") (column 5, lines 55-67). 
With regard to claim 8: 

Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients creates a new data item ("thought") (column 7, lines 25-40). 
With regard to claim 9: 

Jeyaraman also discloses that said receiving step is done any time one of said 
more than one clients creates a new interconnection between at least two of said data 
items ("thoughts") (column 7, lines 50-67). 
With regard to claim 1 1 : 

Jeyaraman discloses a method for a first client to update a common data source 
that is accessible by a second client (abstract, column 5, lines 6-16), said common 
data source having data items and associations between data items, said first client 
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storing a local version of said common data source (column 5, lines 6-16, column 9, 
lines 65-column 10, lines 7). 

Jeyaraman also discloses recording modifications made to said local version 
(abstract). 

Jeyaraman also discloses sending said recorded modifications to said common 
data source (column 5, lines 55-67, column 6, lines 58-column 7, lines 3). 

Jeyaraman also discloses storing changes in said associations with respect to 
said modifications (abstract). 
With regard to claim 12: 

Jeyaraman discloses a method for a common data source that is accessible by 
more than one client (client 206, 208, 210 and 212 of Fig. 2) to update at least one of 
said clients that stores a local version of said common data source, said common data 
source having data items and associations between data items (abstract, column 5, 
lines 6-16). 

Jeyaraman also discloses detecting data items missing from said local version 
(column 1, lines 18-23). 

Jeyaraman also discloses sending said missing data items to said local version 
(column 5, lines 33-54, column 7, lines 25-40). 

Jeyaraman also discloses updating said missing data items and associations 
with said missing data items in said local version (abstract, column 5, lines 33-54, 

i 

column 7, lines 25-40). 
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5. Claims 15, 16. 18. and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S .C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Souder et al (US 5.724.556). 
With regard to claim 15: 

Souder discloses an apparatus (Fig. 2) for a client to modify the display of indicia 
of at least a first data item and a second data item and at least one association 
between those two data items (column 2, lines 53-column 3, lines 10). 

Souder also discloses a first repository storing said first data Item (Fig. 6; #610). 

Souder also discloses a second repository storing said second data item (Fig. 6. 

#620). 

Souder also discloses a third repository storing said association between said 
first data item and said second data item (Fig. 6, #630) (column 10, lines 36-59). 
With regard to claim 16: 

Souder also discloses an intermediary receiving a request from said client and 
providing interface to said first repository and said second repository (Figs. 6 and 7, 
column 6, lines 20-39). 
With regard to claim 18: 

Souder also discloses that said intermediary addresses said request to said first 
and second repositories with respect to said first and said second data items, 
respectively. (Figs. 6 and 7, column 6, lines 20-39). 
With regard to claim 21: 

Independent claim 21, while not necessary identical in scope, contain limitations 
similar to independent claim 15 and therefore is rejected under the same rationale. 
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6. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being ant icipated bv Scott 
et al (US 5.675.752). 
With regard to claim 23: 

Scott discloses a method of associating a display of more than one items of 
content (see Figs. 3, 5, 6, etc) in conjunction with a display of an indication of a single 
data item (see the data items in the hierarchy tree). 

Scott discloses creating a record of an identity of said data item and an identity of 
each of said more than one items of content with reference to said identity of said data 
item (column 10, lines 6-25). 

Scott also discloses referencing said record when said data item is selected 
(column 21, lines 27-38, column 28, lines 15-29). 

Scott also discloses displaying indicia of said more than one items of content 
(Figs. 3, 5, 6, etc, column 23, lines 36-55). 
With regard to claim 24: 

Scott also discloses a method for conveniently emphasizing the display of 
secondary relationships among items of data (see the hierarchy tree display 
relationship in Figs. 3, 5, 6, etc). 

Scott also discloses displaying a first item of data (e.g., root data) (Figs. 3, 5, 6, 

etc). 

Scott also discloses at least one primary relationship to a second item of data 
(see the relationship in Figs. 3, 5, 6, 3tc). 
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Scott also discloses at least one secondary relationship between said second 
item of data and a third item of data (see the relationship in the hierarchy tree) (Figs. 3, 
5, 6, etc). 

Scott also discloses displaying emphasis upon said second relationship and said 
third item of data in response to interaction with said second item of data (see the 
selection made in Fig. 8A, or Fig. 10). 
With regard to claim 25: 

Scott also discloses that said emphasis is displayed by reducing (reduce 
command) the emphasis displayed with respect to said primary item of data, and said 
primary relationship (column 14, lines 42-54, column 24, lines 8-24). 
With regard to claim 26: 

Scott also discloses said emphasis is displayed by increasing (expand 
command) the emphasis displayed with respect to said secondary relationship and 
said third item of data (column 14, lines 32-41). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 10, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

CONCLUSION 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571) 273- 
4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 1 0:00 - 630 ET. If attempts 
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to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John 
Cabeca, can be reached at (571) 273-4048 Art Unit 2173. 

6. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)305-3900. ft 



TH 

9/17/2004 




